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Mission Statement 
 The objective of VHPB is to contribute to the control 

and prevention of viral hepatitides:  
  - by drawing the attention to this important public  

   health problem 
  - by issuing prevention guidance and catalyse the      

   development of recommendations, and  
  - by encouraging actions to improve control and    

   prevention.  
 VHPB target audiences are, in the first instance, 

health care professionals, policymakers, and opinion 
leaders in Europe. 

 VHPB advisory board is composed of independent 
experts in the field of viral hepatitis. 

 



History 

• VHPB  was established in 1992. First actions related to hepatitis B 
as an occupational risk. 

• World Health Assembly (1992):  Integration of hepatitis B vaccine 
into national vaccination programmes.  

• In 1993, VHPB started a second major initiative and focused on 
hepatitis B as a community health risk. 

• The geographical focus was initially   
Western Europe, its actions were extended to include all 53 
countries  in the WHO/EURO, contact are being made with other 
WHO regions. 
 
 
 
 
 



VHPB Support 
• VHPB is supported by unrestricted grants from  

– the vaccine industry : 
• GlaxoSmithKline Biologicals,  
• Sanofi Pasteur MSD, Sanofi Pasteur, Merck Vaccines 

– several universities in Europe 
– The VHPB has  also received support from the GAVI, the Children's Vaccine 

Program at PATH , Unicef, ECDC and CDC for specific activities  
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VHPB Structure 

 
• The structure of the VHPB includes  

– Executive secretariat,  
– Advisory board, and  
– Honorary members. 
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VHPB Structure 
• The VHPB Executive Secretariat is part of the Centre for the 

Evaluation, Vaxinfectio, of the University of Antwerp 
• strict operational and scientific independence is essential 

– VHPB advisers and invited experts get only travel and subsistence reimbursed  
– according to the University Rules  
– no honorary or other forms of remuneration 

• Executive Secretariat members: 
– Emmy Engelen 
– Greet Hendrickx 
– Alex Vorsters 
– Pierre Van Damme 

• WHO has designated Vaccine & Infectious Disease institute 
(Vaxinfectio) as Collaborating Centre for the prevention and 
control of infectious diseases 
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• Members 
– WHO/EURO, WHO/HQ, ECDC, CDC, MOH, 

University experts 
• Network of experts 

VHPB Structure 



Composition of the board 
VHPB  Advisors 

WHO Academic/University 
Nedret  Emiroğlu WHO Regional Office for 

Europe 
Selim Badur Istanbul, Turkey 

Steven Wiersma WHO Headquarters Paolo Bonanni Florence, Italy 

ECDC Angela Dominguez Barcelona, Spain 

Marita Van de Laar ECDC, Sweden Wolfgang Jilg Regensburg, Germany 

CDC Helène Norder Stockholm, Sweden 

John Ward CDC, USA Françoise Roudot-
Thoraval 

Paris, France 

ELPA (European Liver Patient Association) Rui Tato Marinho Lisbon, Portugal 

Nadine Piorkowsky European Liver Patient 
Association  (ELPA) 

Daniel Shouval  Jerusalem, Israel 

Public Health Institute Koen Van Herck Antwerp, Belgium 

Hans Blystad Norway Alessandro Zanetti Milan, Italy 

David Goldberg Scotland Vana Papaevangelou Athens, Greece 

Johannes Hallauer Germany 



Honorary Members 
Pietro Crovari Italy Eric Mast USA 

Alain Goudeau France Elisabeth McCloy USA 

Nicole Guérin France André Meheus Belgium 

Peter Grob Swiss Lars Rombo Sweden 

Mark Kane  USA Colette Roure France 

Harold Margolis Korea Daniel Lavanchy Switzerland 

These honorary members are elected for a lifelong term and  are invited to VHPB 
meetings on an ad hoc basis. 



• Meetings 
– 2 - 3 meetings/year       (country - technical) 

• Viral Hepatitis Newsletter 
– 2 issues/year 
– mailing to  ± 4000 readers 

• Web site 
• Scientific publications 
• participate and organize scientific activities in the field 

of viral hepatitis control and prevention 
 

VHPB Activities  



Meetings and  Guidelines 

– Surveillance 
– Universal Immunisation 

programs 
– Injection safety and safe blood 

supply 
– HBV mutants and variants 
– Prevention and control of viral 

hepatitis in migrants and 
refugees 

– Behavioural issues in hepatitis 
B vaccination 

– How to reach risk groups 
– Combined vaccines 
– Economic evaluations 
 

– Hepatitis B vaccination safety issues 
– Hepatitis B vaccine and long term 

efficacy 
– Hepatitis infections in health care 

workers 
– Perinatal transmission 
– Adolescent programmes 
– Patient and advocacy groups 
– Hepatitis A and E 
– Identification and management of 

persons with CVH 
 

The VHPB has already covered a broad range of control  
and prevention strategies for all forms of hepatitis 



Country meetings  

• Italy 2002 
• Germany and the Nordic Countries 2003 
• France 2004 
• UK 2005 
• Spain 2006 
• Greece 2007 
• The Netherlands  2008 
• Turkey 2009 
• Portugal 2010 
• Bulgaria 2011 
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• Web site 
– Overview of the VHPB 
– Show all previous recommendations, guidelines and 

consensus statements 
– All Viral Hepatitis issues as of 1996 can be downloaded 
– Presentations of VHPB meetings are on-line since 2001 

(>374 presentations of in total >471 documents) 
– Formally approved by WHO Global Advisory Committee on 

Vaccine Safety 

www.vhpb.org 

Subscribe on the e-mail service 



Subscribe 
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VHPB Activities  



Hepatitis A and E: Update on prevention and epidemiology 







 

Ped Inf Dis Journal 2008; 27:861-69  
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Objectives of the meeting 

• Provide an overview of surveillance systems for infectious 
diseases;   

• Review the epidemiological situation on viral hepatitis;  
• Give an overview of the current prevention and control 

measures  on viral hepatitis; 
•  Discuss the progress achieved in hepatitis B prevention 20 years 

after the introduction of Universal Hepatitis B vaccination; 
• Review the possible implementation of new prevention 

strategies, control measures and monitoring  systems.  
• Discuss the successes, problems and barriers to overcome, and  

the way forward 
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