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 HIV prevention point network in Latvia:
• History;
• Location;
• Financing and legal status;
• Types of service;
• Target groups;
• Data collection.

 Hepatitis B and C prevention:
• Hepatitis B and C prevalence in risk groups;
• Hepatitis B and C rapid testing results;
• Rapid testing algorithm;
• World Hepatitis day activities 2015.
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HIV prevention point 
network and harm reduction 
in Latvia
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History of HIV prevention point 
services in Latvia
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In 1997 – first needle exchange programme (NEP) in Riga
In 1999 - first outreach workers were involved in prevention 
activities
In 2000 – NEP was extended to two other cities
In 2002 – new 8 NEP (external funding)
In 2014 one new HPP opened(Ventspils city)
In the beginning of 2015 - The Checkpoint (for men who 
have sex with men (MSM))

2015- there are 19 HIV prevention services in 16 cities in 
Latvia.

Including – 3 mobile units, outreach work in 7 cities . 



19 HPP in 16 municipalities
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- Municipalities where is HPP



Legal status of HPP and financing
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HIV prevention point - types of 
service
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 Fixed place for service (HIV/AIDS consulting
room);

 Mobile unite programme (minibuses);
 Outreach work programme.



HIV prevention point in Ogre



Target groups of HIV prevention
services

1.Drug-users

− Users of opiates;
− Users of cocaine and stimulants;
− Women drug-users;
− Minor drug-users;
− Ex-prisoners drug-users;
− Persons who involved in commercial sex drug-users and

etc.

2.Men who have sex with men

3.Persons with other addiction problems
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HIV prevention services for IDU'S 
and other HIV risk groups

1. Needle and syringe exchange

2. Supply with disinfectants, condoms and other medical
facilities

3. Counselling and information (medical worker, social worker, 
psychologist) about:
− drug adiction treatment and rehabilitation;
− health risks related to drug injection and safe drug injection practice;
− social support;
− infectious disease and prevention measures;
− psychological support;
− counselling of family members and partners.

4. Rapid testing: HIV, HBV, HCV, syphilis

1
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Data collection - electronic data base 
(2012)
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 Demographic
information:

Gender, age, nationality, 
education level.

 Injecting behaviour:
Ever, how often, last drug use.

 Status:
IDU, SW, ex-prisoner, 
pregnancy, HIV+ etc.

 Consultation:
infectious disease, STI, 
motivation, rehabilitation, 
treatment etc.

 Medical facilities:
performed rapid tests, 
distributed syringes,needles,
condoms etc.



Hepatitis B and C prevention
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Hepatitis B and C prevalence in the 
HIV risk groups (study results)

1
3

Risk group Prevalnce of 
hepatitis B

Prevalence 
of hepatitis 
C

Year Reaserch

Drug users 3,0% 83,7% 2013 7th wave of Riga Drug 
User’s Cohort Study 
(RDUCS)

Drug users 2,4% 83,3% 2012 6th wave of Riga Drug 
User’s Cohort Study 
(RDUCS)

Sex workers 47,0% 58,1% 2012 «HIV infection, other 
infections and 
associated risk factor 
identification in one of 
the HIV infection risk 
group – commercial
sex workers»

Prisoners 7,0%* 34,0%* 2014 «Research on drug
prevalence in prisons
of Latvia in 2014»

*during the last year of 
those prisoners who carried 
out the blood test



Rapid testing algorithm in HIV 
prevention points
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Pre-test counselling:
a) testing experience;
b) reason of testing/ 
process / «window 
period»;
c) risk assessment of
infection;
d) information / education
/ prevention regarding
hepatitis

Rapid
testing

Post-test counselling
• Health risks
• Retesting after

time («window» 
period)

Post-test counselling
• Implecations of

positive test result;
• Confirmatory

diagnostic
(Infectology
centre);

• Psyhological and
emotianl support.

-

+

30 minutes

Client’s
informed
consent



Hepatits B rapid testing results in HIV 
prevention points, 2010-2014 (drug
users)
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P=3,7%

P=1,5%

P=2,1%

P=2,0%



Hepatits C rapid testing results in HIV 
prevention points, 2010-2014 (drug
users)
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P=54,4% P=59,2% P=72,9% P=29,0% P=37,9%



Hepatitis prevention activities in HIV 
prevention points

» World Tuberculosis day (24 March);
» World Hepatitis day (28 July);
» HIV testing week (one week before World AIDS 

day);
» World AIDS day (1 December).
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World Hepatitis day activities 2015
(27 July – 1 August)
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• Open days in HIV prevention points (10) and in Red Cross of 
Latvia Health rooms (12);

• Rapid testing activities (hepatitis, HIV, syphilis);
• Specialist consultations about heaptitis and other infections;
• Passing out flyers;
• Information in social networks (facebook, twitter, 

homepages);
• Informative materials.

Performed:
1104 Hepatits C rapid tests (+49)
390 Hepatitis B rapid tests (+6)
224 HIV rapid tests (+1)
119 Syphilis rapid tests (+1)



Informative materials
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Fact sheet in
social network

Flayer

Testing
calendar



Informative materials
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Booklet – HIV/AIDS, 
hepatitis B and C, STI’s

Posters

Brochure –
hepatitis C



THANK YOU


