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Mission Statement 
 The objective of VHPB is to contribute to the control 

and prevention of viral hepatitides:  
  - by drawing the attention to this important public  

   health problem 
  - by issuing prevention guidance and catalyse the      

   development of recommendations, and  
  - by encouraging actions to improve control and    

   prevention.  
 VHPB target audiences are, in the first instance, 

health care professionals, policymakers, and opinion 
leaders in Europe. 

  



History 
• VHPB  was established in 1992. First actions related to hepatitis B 

as an occupational risk. 
• World Health Assembly (1992):  Integration of hepatitis B vaccine 

into national vaccination programmes.  
• In 1993, VHPB started a second major initiative and focused on 

hepatitis B as a community health risk. 
• The geographical focus was initially   

Western Europe, its actions were extended to include all 53 
countries  in the WHO/EURO, contact are being made with other 
WHO regions. 
 
 
 
 
 



Support and Grants 
• supported by  

– unrestricted grants from the vaccine industry GlaxoSmithKline 
Biologicals, Sanofi Pasteur MSD, Sanofi Pasteur and Merck 

– several universities and other institutions in Europe  
– GAVI fund, CVP at PATH, Unicef, CDC, WHO in the past for its 

activities in CEE and NIS. 
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Support and Grants 
• strict operational and scientific independence is 

essential 
– VHPB advisers and invited experts get only travel 

and subsistence reimbursed  
– according to the University Rules  
– no honorary or other forms of remuneration 

 



 VHPB Structure 
• VHPB advisory board is composed of independent 

experts in the field of viral hepatitis 
 
• Honorary members 
 
• Executive secretariat based at the VAXINFECTIO 

unit of the University of Antwerp 
– Emmy Engelen 
– Greet Hendrickx 
– Alex Vorsters 
– Pierre Van Damme 

 



Composition of the advisors board 

 



Honorary Members 
Pietro Crovari Italy Eric Mast USA 

Alain Goudeau France Elisabeth McCloy USA 

Nicole Guérin France André Meheus Belgium 

Peter Grob Swiss Lars Rombo Sweden 

Mark Kane  USA Colette Roure France 

Harold Margolis Korea Daniel Lavanchy Switzerland 

These honorary members are elected for a lifelong term and  are invited to VHPB 
meetings on an ad hoc basis. 



VHPB ACTIVITIES 



2-3 meetings/year  
 (technical - country) 



Publications 
Viral hepatitis 

- 2 issues/ Year 
- Distributed : 

- Pdf on website 
- Mailing to ± 3600 

readers  
 



Publications 
Scientific publications 

3 – 4  peer reviewed 
publications/ year 



Web site www.vhpb.org 

• Web site 
– Overview of the VHPB 
– Shows all previous recommendations, guidelines and 

consensus statements 
– All Viral Hepatitis issues as of 1996 can be downloaded 
– Presentations of VHPB meetings are on-line since 2001 

(>449 presentations of in total >560  documents) 
– Formally approved by WHO Global Advisory Committee on 

Vaccine Safety 



 



Involvement in other meetings 

• ECDC Technical Expert group 
• ETAGE (European Technical Advisory Group of Experts on 

Immunization) 
• SAGE (Strategic Advisory Groupe of Experts on Immunization) 
• Input in the scientific content of the “Summit Conference 

2010 Hepatitis B and Hepatitis C” in Brussels, 14-15 October 
2010 (http://hepsummit2010.org/)  

• Other scientific meetings 
 



VHPB History 
• Since 1992, 19 years of experience 
• 37 issues of Viral Hepatitis  
• Meetings: 37 VHPB meetings,  3 EE/NIS 

meetings, 1 global HAV meeting  
• Peer reviewed publications: more than 80 
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Objectives of the meeting 
• To review long-term efficacy of hepatitis B vaccine and field 

effectiveness of hepatitis B vaccination programmes 
• To review recent data on immune memory induced by hepatitis 

B vaccine and the anamnestic response after a booster dose 
• To examine the occurrence and impact of breakthrough 

infections 
• To review data on potential impact of HBV mutants.  
• To evaluate current hepatitis B booster vaccination 

recommendations 
• To evaluate the role of adjuvants in long-term protection. 
• To discuss current used definitions, standards and terminology. 
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