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Objectives

1. To describe the image and perception of vaccines and 
vaccination by European teenagers

2. To analyse knowledge and information about vaccination 

3. To identify drivers and barriers to adolescent vaccinations

4. To understand the type and importance of information 

channels about vaccination

In order to properly  address challenges and policy issues within 

different regions and cultures and enable policy makers and 

health care professionals  to successfully design and 

implement adolescent vaccination programmes
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Survey carried out by face to face interviews in 5 EU countries

Minimum sample size per country: 300 subjects aged 14 to 17 
years

Survey conducted from October 17th to 31st, 2006

3

Methodology

France Germany Italy Spain UK

Country Total France Germany Italy Spain UK

Number 1530 301 312 302 303 312



1. General image and perception of 
vaccines and vaccination
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Spontaneous thoughts 
related to « Vaccination » 

Q1. Can you give the 3 words that come to your mind when I say « vaccination » ? (spontaneous answer) 

All 5 countries France Germany

Base 1530 301 312

Material or action linked with vaccination

Incl.Syringe

Incl. Prick

Incl. Needle

Disease or a type of vaccine

Danger 

Medicine and medical care 

Protection

Pain

Fear / panic  

Blood

Virus-Bacteries-Infection

Other 3

1

2

4

7

7

14

15

16

11

12

13

44

11

4

9

10

26

15

45

41

37

21

23

24

67

Total of the 3 mentioned 

Mentioned in first (coloured lines) 

1

1

4

9

10

6

25

3

38

3

47

5

4

6

3

21

23

42

31

49

7

64

9
72

2

4

17

13

8

25

28

1

1

33

17

2

3

5

15

26

43

27

50

45

3

3
54

5
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Q1. Can you give the 3 words that come to your mind when I say « vaccination » ? (spontaneous answer) 

Italy Spain UK

Base 302 303 312

Material or action linked with vaccination

Incl.Syringe

Incl. Prick

Incl. Needle

Disease or a type of vaccine

Danger 

Medicine and medical care 

Protection

Pain

Fear / panic  

Blood

Virus-Bacteries-Infection

Other 2
1

6

6

4

4

28

18

12

17

5

14

37

9

2

21

11

14

10

62

42

29

41

18

31
72

3
1

2

9

13

4

11

25

12

7

15

14

45

12

7

8

22

41

8

41

57

30

12

28

29
66

3
2

1

2

11

8

16

8

32

57

9

5

6

11

38

6

38

49

26

2

1

50
74

Total of the 3 mentioned

Mentioned in first (coloured) 

Spontaneous thoughts 
related to « Vaccination » (2/2)



7Adolescent & vaccination : knowledge and perception – VHPB, 15-16 March 2007

Interest in the vaccination topic

Q2. How interested are you in the vaccination topic ?

12 17
9 9 3

32

45
40

27 27

19

34

21
30

41 36

40

21 15
5

23 28
35

1 2 2 4

23

62 63

44
223636

All 5 main
countries

France Germany Italy Spain UK

DK

Not interested at all

Not very interested 

Somewhat
interested 

Very interested 

Base 1530 301 312 302 303 312

Total interested All countries 
Overall (n=1530) 44%
Boys (n=756) 38%
Girls (n = 774) 49%
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Knowledge about vaccination

Q3. According to you, vaccination is… ?

90 91 93 93 96
81

8 9 7 6 3

14

2 1 1 5

All 5 main
countries

France Germany Italy Spain UK

DK

A means to treat
disease when it
occurs 

A means to avoid
disease to occur

Base :  All 5 main countries 

Base 1530 301 312 302 303 312
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Perception about the protection given  
by  vaccination

All 5 countries France Germany

Base 1530 301 312

Your « grand-parents » generation

Your parents generation

Teenagers in developing countries 

Q5. Do you think that you are better protected thanks tp vaccination, compared 
with  [attribute]?

Italy Spain UK

Base 302 303 312

Your « grand-parents » generation

Your parents generation

Teenagers in developing countries 

85

78

91

10

16

6

84

68

89

13

30

9

92

74

91

8

22

7

72

76

89

16

15

8

90

94

97

7

5

3

86

77

86

6

10

6



2. Knowledge and information about 
vaccination  
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Knowledge about existing vaccines

All 5 countries France Germany

Base 1530 301 312

Flu

Tetanus 

Measles 

Hepatitis B

Polio

Meningitis

Diabetes 

HIV/AIDS 

Cervical 
cancer 

Obesity

Q6.  I am going to mention some diseases. For each, tell me if according to you which 
vaccines are available in your country?

8

27

66

71

72

85

91

90

80

58

74

9

8

3

7

12

30

10

15

14

20

16

7

6

3

12

16

12

58

20

6

24

49

72

70

84

90

89

88

65

85

13

11

5

9

6

22

2

7

15

15

11

5

5

2

13

13

19

69

36

Yes No Don't know

 

5

22

60

91

79

91

96

91

84

65

77

5

6

2

8

11

22

9

13

15

4

12

3

2

1

13

14

9

65

25

Average of 7,5 right answers given over 10
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Knowledge about existing vaccines

Q6.  I am going to mention some diseases. For each, tell me if according to you which 
vaccine exist in your country?

Italy Spain UK

Base 302 303 312

Flu

Tetanus 

Measles 

Hepatitis B

Polio

Meningitis

Diabetes 

HIV/AIDS

Cervical 
cancer 

Obesity
5

16

55

56

69

84

90

93

79

51

77

9

7

5

5

16

37

8

21

25

35

20

9

5

2

11

15

11

63

20

7

29

82

54

89

82

96

95

82

59

79

16

12

2

3

11

33

7

17

8

30

6

6

2

2

8

14

5

54

10

Yes No Don't know

14

44

83

82

51

82

85

85

68

52

52

4

7

2

9

18

34

23

16

9

14

33

11

13

6

14

25

16

40

8

Average of 7,5 right answers given over 10
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Interest in getting vaccinated

HIV 

Cervical Cancer 
(to female respondents only n= 774 )

All types of Meningitis 

Hepatitis C  

Genital Herpes 

Avian Flu

Q7. In the next 5 years, vaccines will be available to protect against the following disease. Would you 
be interested to get the following vaccinations? For each of them give mark on a scale from 1 to 10: 1 
meaning you would not be interested at all to get vaccinated and 10 that you would be very interested to get 
vaccinated. 

Base :  All 5 main countries 

72

67

52

50

32

38

13

15

26

24

22

23

6

6

13

13

18

19

6

8

5

5

17

15

3

4

4

8

11

5

Marks 9-10 Marks 7- 8 Marks 5- 6
Less than 5 DK

Average 
Mark

Boys
n=756

Girls 
n=774

8.8 8.7 9.0

8.6 - 8.6

8.1 8.0 8.3

8.1 8.0 8.2

6.8 6.7 7.0

7.1 7.0 7.3
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5

6

7

8

9

10

HIV Cervical Cancer
(to girls only) 

Hepatitis C  All types of
Meningitis 

Avian Flu Genital Herpes 

All 5 countries
France
Germany
Italy
Spain
UK

Base whole population Base girls only

1530 1530

301 301

312 312

312 312

302 302

303 303

Average mark

Q7. In the next 5 years, vaccines will be available to protect against the following disease. Would you 
be interested to get the following vaccinations? For each of them give mark on a scale from 1 to 10: 1 
meaning you would not be interested at all to get vaccinated and 10 that you would be very interested to get 
vaccinated. 

Interest in getting vaccinated



3. Motivations and Barriers
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Benefits of vaccination
Q8. For each of the following statement about the main benefits of vaccination, how much do you 
personally agree using a scale from 1 to 10. 1 meaning you do not agree at all and 10 meaning you 
strongly agree. 

Base :  All 5 main countries 

42

39

39

33

28

40

39

38

34

30

13

15

16

19

21

4

6

6

12

19

1

1

1

2

2

Mark 10 Marks 8-9 Marks 6-7 5 and less DK

Vaccination enables me to get protected against 
diseases

Vaccination enables my family to get protected 
against diseases

Vaccination enables my friends, relatives to get 
protected against diseases

Vaccination avoids epidemics, saves lives and 
makes diseases disappear in my country

Vaccination avoids epidemics, saves lives and 
makes diseases disappear in the world

Average 
Mark

8.7

8.5

8.5

8.1

7.6
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Reasons for being vaccinated

69%

50%

38%

38%

29%

24%

22%

13%

11%

1%

44%

10%

8%

7%

6%

4%

2%

2%

1%

14%

Total of the 3 first
mentionned 

Mentionned in first 

Q9. What would be for yourself the 3 first reasons that would have the highest impact on 
your decision to get vaccinated?

The fact that an illness is serious

The fact that a physician recommends you to get 
vaccinated

The fact that your parents recommend you to get 
vaccinated against a disease

The fact that getting vaccinated also means protecting 
people around

The fact that being ill is unpleasant

The fact that being ill could disturb or make you lose 
time in your daily life

The fact that a vaccination is mandatory by public health 
authorities

To be vaccinated can avoid costs related to the 
treatment of the disease

The fact that a friend, a relative recommends you to get 
vaccinated against a disease

Don't know
Base :  All 5 main countries 

85%

77%

56%

27%

Sub- totals

S/T Illness

S/T 
Recommendation 
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Influence on getting vaccinated

Base :  All 5 main countries 

61

58

26

37

19

18

18

12

12

9

29

28

33

32

25

28

27

18

20

14

7

10

23

20

31

32

31

31

32

28

2

4

17

8

23

20

22

36

33

46

Marks 9-10 Marks 7- 8 Marks 6-7 5 and less Nsp

Your doctor’s recommendation 

Your parents’ recommendation

The school recommendation

Rapid disease outbreak in European countries 

Rapid disease outbreak in non European countries 

News in media

Campaign from health authority on TV, radio, press

Campaign from health authority on internet

Campaign from manufacturers on TV, radio, press

Campaign from manufacturers on internet

Q15. For each of the following attributes indicate on a scale from 1 to 10 how strong they would 
influence you to get vaccinated. 1 meaning no influence at all and 10 very strong influence. Average 

Mark

8.6

8.4

6.7

7.5

6.1

6.3

6.1

5.1

5.3

4.6
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3,5

4,5

5,5

6,5

7,5

8,5

9,5

Doctor’s reco. Parents’ reco. School reco. Disease
outbreak in
European
countries 

Disease
outbreak in

non European
countries 

News in media Camp. from
health authority

on TV…

Camp. from
health authority

on internet

Camp. from
manufacturers

on TV…

Camp. from
manufacturers

on internet

All 5 countries
France
Germany
Italy
Spain
UK

Bases

1530

301

312

312

302

303

Q15. For each of the following attributes indicate on a scale from 1 to 10 how strong they would 
influence you to get vaccinated. 

Influence on getting vaccinated (2/2)

Average mark
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Reasons for not being vaccinated

Q10. And what would be for you the 3 main reasons for not getting vaccinated?

The side effects of the vaccine

The injection / fear of the needle

Your physician did not mention the necessity of 
getting vaccinated

Not all vaccinations are necessary

The fact that the disease can be easily treated

You do not feel at risk

The cost of the vaccine

You are against vaccination

DK

Base :  All 5 main countries 

59%

45%

45%

41%

37%

33%

19%

4%

3%

24%

12%

9%

9%

6%

5%

1%

3%

31%

Total of the 3 first
mentionned

Mentionned in first 



4. Information about Vaccination
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6 5 5 2 7 10

28 23 22 34
35 25

37 48

31

42
40

28

27 23
42

22 18

29

2 1 8

All 5 main
countries

France Germany Italy Spain UK

DK

Less than 5

5 or 6

7 or 8

9 or 10

Base 1530 301 312 302 303 312

Q13. On a scale from 1 to 10 indicate how well informed you consider you are about 
vaccination. 1 meaning you are not informed at all and 10 you are very well informed.

Level of information about vaccination

Average 
mark over 10 5.5 5.5 5.6 5 5.7 6
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Interest in the vaccination topic

19 24 24
36

7

43

50

33

55
45

32

24

18

42

16 14

31

11
8

13
3 3

24

3 4 2 2 6

8

74
62

39

81
79

41

All 5 main
countries

France Germany Italy Spain UK

DK

No, not at all

No, rather not

Yes, quite a lot

Yes, definitely

Base 1530 301 312 302 303 312

Q16. Would you like to get more information about vaccination?
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Sources of information about 
vaccination

Q14. In general can you tell me what/who your sources of information about vaccination are ? 

62%

35%
22%

13%
7%

10%
7%

4%
8%

1%
2%
3%
1%

66%
63%

30%

56%
Parents, family

GPs

School (doctor, nurse, education program)

TV

Specialists (paediatricians,...) 

Other healthcare professionnals 

Newspapers / magazine

Friends

Radio

Internet

Leaflet in GP surgery (UK only)

Other source of information

No specific source

DK

S/t Healthcare professionnal

S/t Friends / Family 

S/t Medias

SU
B 

TO
TA

LS
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Base 1530 301 312 302 303 312

Q18. Do you have in your education program, lessons about vaccination or have you ever been told 
about and/or been given information about vaccination at school?

Vaccination in education program

21 20
8

24 20

22 19

26

6

27 29

54 61

36

85

49
40

3 1 3 1 0
11

35

61

3943 4951

14

All 5 main
countries

France Germany Italy Spain UK

DK

No

Yes, several times

Yes, once



KEY FINDINGS
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1. General image and perception 
of vaccines and vaccination

“Vaccination” is first perceived as a “technique” to 
administer a medicine
Although there is a limited interest in this topic,
It is understood as the way to prevent diseases
And perceived as a major asset in health care, still 
open for new progress and innovation
Adolescents in Europe feel better protected than 
their parents and grandparents and adolescents in 
developing countries
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2. Knowledge and Information 
about vaccination

A rather good knowledge of “classical” vaccines
A good willingness to be vaccinated, especially 
against HIV and cervical cancer
Irrespective of the level of information given at 
school
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3. Drivers and barriers to 
vaccination

The first motivation to be vaccinated is individual 
protection followed by the benefit to family contacts 
and relatives, and before community benefits and 
global solidarity
Fear (severity) of disease and recommendations by 
HCW or parents are the main drivers for vaccination
Safety concerns represent the main barriers, before 
the lack of recommendations
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4. Information and education 
about vaccination

Adolescents consider they are not well informed 
about vaccination,
And 62% would like more information
Especially about new vaccines, the safety and 
efficacy of vaccines, the impact of vaccination 
programmes and their own vaccination status
Sources of information are essentially the family 
and HCW before school and the media
Less than 50% of ados have been given 
information/education about vaccination at school



31Adolescent & vaccination : knowledge and perception – VHPB, 15-16 March 2007

Back-up
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Perception of vaccination

59

50

45

40

26

13

26

34

33

34

30

17

9

11

15

19

24

23

3

3

5

5

10

34

Marks 9-10 Marks 7- 8 Marks 5- 6
Less than 5 DK

There are still important discoveries to be made in the 
field of vaccination, important vaccines to create

Vaccination is truly a major asset/discovery for 
healthcare of humanity 

Vaccination is the best way to prevent diseases because 
it is efficient

Vaccination is the safest way to prevent diseases

Vaccination is synonymous of innovation

There has not been major progress in the vaccination 
field since 20 years

Q4. How much do you personally agree with each of the following statements?
Give a mark on a scale from 1 to 10: 1 meaning you don’t agree at all-10 you strongly disagree

Base :  All 5 main countries 

Average 
Mark

8.5

8.3

8.0

7.7

7.0

5.2
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4,5
5

5,5
6

6,5
7

7,5
8

8,5
9

9,5
10

There are still
important

discoveries to be
made in the field
of vaccination,

important
vaccines to

create

Vaccination is
truly a major

asset/discovery
for healthcare of

humanity 

Vaccination is the
best way to

prevent diseases
because it is

efficient

Vaccination is the
safest way to

prevent diseases

Vaccination is
synonymous of

innovation

There has not
been major

progress in the
vaccination field
since 20 years

All 5 countries
France
Germany
Italy
Spain
UK

Bases

1530

301

312

312

302

303

Q4. How much do you personally agree with each of the following statements?

Average mark

Perception of vaccination
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Interest in getting vaccinated

Girls who had several times lessons 
about vaccination at school

(n= 160)

Girls who had once lessons about 
vaccination at school

(n= 160)

Girls who never had lessons about 
vaccination at school 

(n=430)

Q7. In the next 5 years, vaccines will be available to protect against the following disease. Would you 
be interested to get the following vaccinations? For each of them give mark on a scale from 1 to 10: 1 
meaning you would not be interested at all to get vaccinated and 10 that you would be very interested to get 
vaccinated. 

Base :  All 5 main countries 

64

59

70

15

20

14

6

10

5

10

6

7

6

4

Marks 9-10 Marks 7- 8 Marks 5- 6
Less than 5 DK

Average 
Mark

8.4

8.3

8.7

CERVICAL CANCER
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Interesting information about 
vaccination

46%

42%

38%

37%

35%

26%

25%

24%

24%

15%

12%

7%

6%

5%

42%

Q17. What kind of information about vaccination will be of interest for you?
The new vaccines                 

Your own vaccinations status

Vaccine side effects

Consequences of not getting vaccinated

The vaccinations that should be done for teenagers

Vaccine efficiency/benefits

R&D on vaccination, future vaccines

The vaccines that require booster

The existing vaccinations and diseases related

Successful consequences of vaccination

Educational information on vaccine mechanism

Vaccination campaigns in developing countries

estimonials of very famous people who support vaccination

None

DK
Base :  All 5 main countries 

80%

33%

77%

S/t Mechnism
Effect

S/t Type of
vaccine

S/t
Vaccination
in the world

SU
B 

TO
TA

LS
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