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Mission Statement

The objective of VHPB is to contribute to the control
and prevention of viral hepatitides:

- by drawing the attention to this important public
health problem

- by Issuing prevention guidance and catalyse the
development of recommendations, and

- by encouraqging actions to improve control and




e VHPB was established in 1992. First actions related to hepatitis B
as an occupational risk.

World Health Assembly (1992): Integration of hepatitis B vaccine
into national vaccination programmes.

In 1993, VHPB started a second major initiative and focused on



VHPB Support & Structure

« VHPB is supported by unrestricted grants from
— the vaccine industry :
e GlaxoSmithKline Biologicals,
e Sanofi Pasteur MSD, Sanofi Pasteur, Merck Vaccines

— several universities in Europe

— The VHPB has also received support from the GAVI, the Children's Vaccine
Program at PATH , Unicef, ECDC and CDC for specific activities




VHPB Structure

The VHPB Executive Secretariat Is part of the Centre for
the Evaluation, Vaxinfectio, of the University of Antwerp

strict operational and scientific independence is essential

— VHPB advisers and invited experts get only travel and subsistence reimbursed
— according to the University Rules

— no honorary or other forms of remuneration

Executive Secretariat members:




VHPB Structure

e Members

— WHO/EURO, WHO/HQ, ECDC, CDC, MOH,
University experts

 Network of experts
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Honorary Members
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These honorary members are elected for a lifelong term and will be invited to VHPB meetings

on an ad hoc basis.



VHPB Activities

Meetings

— 2-3 meetings/year (technical — country)

e Scientific publications

o participate and organize scientific activities in the field
of viral hepatitis control and prevention



Meetings and Recommendations

The VHPB has already covered a broad range of control
and prevention strategies for all forms of hepatitis

Surveillance Hepatitis B vaccination safety issues

Universal Immunisation programs
Injection safety and safe blood
supply

HBV mutants and variants

Hepatitis B vaccine and long term efficacy
Hepatitis infections in health care workers
Perinatal transmission

_ _ Adolescent programmes
Prevention and control of viral

Patient and advocacy groups



Country meetings

Italy 2002

Germany and the Nordic Countries 2003
France 2004

UK 2005

Spain 2006

Greece 2007




VHPB Activities

e Meetings

— 2-3 meetings/year (technical — country
* Viral Hepatitis Newsletter

— 2 issues/year

— mailing to £ 4000 readers







VHPB Activities

e Scientific publications

e participate and organize scientific activities in the
field of viral hepatitis control and prevention




www.vhpb.org

e Web site
— Overview of the VHPB

— Show all previous recommendations, guidelines and
consensus statements

— All Viral Hepatitis issues as of 1996 can be downloaded
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Viral Hepatitis, Volume 18, Number 2, prepared from material presented at meeting

'‘Burden and Prevention of viral hepatitis in Turkey' is online. 1,29Kb ( pdf)

This issue of Viral Hepatitis fully focuses on Turkey and reviews the organization of the
healthcare system, the epidemiological situation, surveillance system, research activities,
and current prevention and control measures of viral hepatitis. And the meeting discussions
on the progress achieved in hepatitis prevention 10 years after the introduction of universal
hepatitis B vaccination. It also includes an update on WHO strategies and recommendations
for viral hepatitis prevention and control in WHO European Region and in WHO Eastern
Mediterranean Reagion.

World Health Assembly adopted the “Viral Hepatitis™ resolution (VWHA.63.18).

Last May, the member states at the 3™ World Health Assembly in Geneva adopted a
resolution urging the Warld Health Qrganization to strengthen the global approach to the
prevention and control of chronic viral hepatitis. This resolution also calls for a WHO
sponsored World Hepatitis Day from next year on, on July 28, in order to provide an
opportunity for education and awareness campaigns for a greater understanding of viral
hepatitis.

This Viral hepatitis resolution WHAE3.18 is available on the WHO website:
http:/fapps.who.int/gh/ebwha/pdf files"WHAB3I/AG3_R18-en.pdf

contzct - WHPE mestings - Virel Hepalitis issues - privacy statement - review cycle




VHPB Activities

e Meetings

— 2-3meetings/year (technical — country)
e Viral Hepatitis Newsletter

— 2 issues/year
— mailing to + 4000 readers




Hepatitis A and E: Update on prevention and epidemiology







Jourmal of Viral Hepatitis, 2008, 15 (Suppl. 2). 1-15

Has the time come to control hepatitis A globally? Matching
prevention to the changing epidemiology

1 z = T 12 I\ = T TE = 1 1 . I\ 3
G. Hendrickx,' K. Van Herck,"* A. Vorsters,' S. Wiersma,’ C. Shapiro.* J. K. Andrus,’
A. M. RCIDEF D.j D. Slmux-*al.ﬁ W. 1"\;&1’[13 and P. Van DHHIITIE1 'Centre for the Evaluation of Vaccination, Vaccine and

Infectious Disease Institute, University of Antwerp, Antwerp, Belgium; *Postdoctoral Fellow, Research Foundation — Flanders (FWQ), Brussels,

Belgium; ? Division of Viral Hepatitis, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Atlanta, GA, USA; 4”[’1)(??’!”1'5'!!? of Immunizations, Vaccines &

Biologicals, World Health Organization, HQ, Geneva, Switzerland: “Pan American Health Organization, Washington, DC, USA; and ®Liver Unit,

Hadassah-Hebrew University Hospital, Jerusalem, Israel

SUMMARY. For the first time a global meeting on hepatitis A
virus (HAV) infection as vaccine preventable discase was
organized at the end of 2007. More than 200 experts from
46 countries gathered to investigate the changing global
HAV epidemiologv reflecting the increasing numbers of
persons at risk for severe clinical disease and mortality from
HAV infection. The benefits of childhood and adult hepatitis
A (HepA) vaccination strategies and the data needed bv
individual countries and international health organizations
to assess current HepA prevention strategies were discussed.
New approaches in preventing HAV infection including
universal HepA wvaccination were considered. This intro-
ductory paper summarizes the major findings of the meeting
and describes the changing epidemiologv of HAV infections
and the impact of HepA vaccination strategies in various

comintrice . Imnlementatinn of Hen A ymamecination eteateocioo

should take into account the level of endemicity, the level of
the socio-economic development and sanitation, and the risk
of outbreaks. A stepwise strategv for introduction of HepA
universal immunisation of children was recommended. This
strategy should be based on accurate surveillance of cases
and gqualitative documentation of outbreaks and their con-
trol, secure political support on the basis of high-quality
results, and comprehensive cost-gffectiveness studies. The
recognition of the need for increased global attention
towards HepA prevention is an important outcome of this
mecting.

Keywords: Global hepatitis A meeting, hepatitis A, hepatitis
A wvaccination, infectious disease control, public health,
surveillance.



OPINION AND ANALYSIS

Ped Inf Dis Journal 2008; 27:861-69

Benefits of Early Hepatitis B Immunization Programs for
Newborns and Infants
Koen Van Herck, MDD, PhD *+ and Pierre Van Damme, MD, PRD*

Abstract: Despite the availability of safe and effective hepatitis B
virus (HEV) vaceines for 220 years, strategies targeting risk groups
failed to sufficiently control hepatitis B dizease at the population
lewel; this is mainly becavse of difficulties in sk identification and
in program implementation. Henoe, the global burden of disease of
HEY still iz substantial.

The World Health Crganization meommends universal vaccing
tion against hepatitis B to ultimately eliminate HEV; this recom-
mendation had besn progressively implernented to reach 168 coun-
trice with a universal program by the end of 2006, Howewver,
hepatitiz B immunization is curmently becoming endangered of
lozing its place on the agendas of governments, agencies. and
international organi zations, mainly becauze of the inceasing access
of thess immunization progmams and the intemest in newer vaccine-
preventable dissazes and the mlated programs.

Thiz publication aims to show that vaccination programs
targeting newborns and infants are preferable to achieve this
goal. The benefits of universal HBY wvaccination for newboms
and infants are: higher impact on chronic camier rate and trans-
mission; established potential of high vaccine coverage in this
age group: opportunitics to combine HBY vaccination with
cxisting universal vaccination programs for newboms and in-
fants; and impact on perinatal transmission, if wvaccination is
started shortly after birth. Moreover, the safety, immunogenicity,

mwrued 1 mrmer Fomrres oxbdars vmr ot ors oonrmr b s mrsed twsbemrsdt LTTILY arm ores ars rsd omrs

Key Words: wniversal immunization, vaccination programs,
hepatitis B vaccination, public health

(Pediate Infect Dis 0 200827 86]-869)

The success of vaccination programs so far and the interest
in other vaccine-preventable diseases have lad to hepatitis
B virus {HEV) vaccination becoming endangered of losing its
place on the agenda of governments, agencies, and intema-
tional organizations, a topic recently discussed at the Viral
Hepatitis Prevention Board meeting in Istanbul, Turkey.'
Some agencies are downgrading HBV vaccination and have
become reluctant to divert resources to HBV imnwmnization
programs,' while clearly, the burden of HBV disease, com-
pared with vaccine-preventable childhood diseases, is still
substantial even in countries with low HBV endemicity.®®
HBYV infection continues to be a serious global health prob-
lem, with 2 billion people infected worldwide, and 250
million suffering from chronic HBV infection.®

On the basis of HBV epidemiologic data. a mathemat-
ical model was developed to estimate the global hepatitis B
disease burden and vaceination impact.'® During the lifetime
of the vear 2000 worldwide birth cohort, the model estimates

that without vaccination there would be 64,766,000 HBV infec-
Floearmes T4 T i e s imnfacstiarmes amaA 1 A= S0 LITDLT ralasbsqd



BURDEN OF VIRAL HEPATITIS

IN PORTUGAL




Why this meeting

An important “Portuguese” objective is to put viral
hepatitis on the political agenda.

Portugal has 40 health plans but none of them is
on liver diseases.




ODbjectives of the meeting

Provide an overview of surveillance systems for infectious
diseases;

Review the epidemiological situation on viral hepatitis;

Give an overview of the current prevention and control
measures on viral hepatitis;
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