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Hepatitis B prevalence/incidence

HBsAg positives

General population (≥10 yrs) 
[2014]

2.9% (M 3.2%, F 2.7%)

Pre-school ages (4-6 yrs)
[2006]

0.2%

School ages (10-18 yrs)
[2014]

0.1%

Pregnant women 
[2011]

1.4%, 19-29 yrs
3.5%, 30-39 yrs

HBeAg positives 

HBsAg positive 
pregnant women [2010]

35.2%

Changes of HBsAg positive rate in Korea

Korea, Republic
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Vaccination schedules 2018 Available free from the gov.
Recommended not for free

Immunization schedule

Disease Vaccine
Name/brand

Birth ≤4w 1m 2m 4m 6m 12m 15m 18m 19-
23m

24-
35m

4Y 6Y 11Y 12Y

HepB Hepavax, Euvax 1st 2nd 3rd

BCG Danish (ID), Tokyo (PC) 1st

DTaP DTaP, DTaP-IPV, DTaP-IPV-Hib 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th Tdap

Polio IPV 1st 2nd 3rd 4th

PCV, Hib PCV13 or PCV10 / Hib (LG) 1st 2nd 3rd 4th

Rotavirus Rotateq, Rotarix 1st 2nd 3rd

MMR 1st 2nd

VZ 1st

Flu yearly

HepA 1st AND 2nd

JE Cell culture 1st AND 2nd 3rd 4th 5th

JE (live) Chundu, SanofiPasteur 1st 2nd

HPV HPV2, HPV4 or HPV9 1st AND 2nd

Korea, Republic
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http://apps.who.int/immunization_monitoring/globalsummary/; 2017-11-7

Vaccination coverage rate
Korea, Republic

http://apps.who.int/immunization_monitoring/globalsummary/countries?countrycriteria[country][]=PRK
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Hepatitis B prevention- immunization

• Universal HepB immunization schedule:
at birth, 1 mon and 6 mon of age by 
domestic monovalent vaccines

• Pre-license clinical study of Hexaxim
(Sanofi-Pasteur) in Korea

Korea, Republic

http://www.google.co.kr/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi9pNfti6rcAhVPIIgKHaA0CzUQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://bio.lgchem.com/en/product/productInfo?productCode%3D00000169%26topCateId%3DB02&psig=AOvVaw1tCjfDkewdw2uHdZ3BDjN-&ust=1532052839429419
http://www.google.co.kr/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjjq4zsjKrcAhVXMd4KHcs3BnsQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://biology.kenyon.edu/slonc/bio38/scuderi/partiii.html&psig=AOvVaw1W4K-zdgrqJU2_49YbGhYd&ust=1532052935939437
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Hepatitis B prevention- immunization

HepB birth dose coverage HepB3 coverage

http://apps.who.int/immunization_monitoring/globalsummary/countries?countrycriteria%5Bcountry%5D%5B%5D=KOR#; 2018-7-19

Korea, Republic

http://apps.who.int/immunization_monitoring/globalsummary/countries?countrycriteria[country][]=KOR
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Perinatal hepatitis B prevention

• In July 2000, The National Health Insurance 
cover the costs related to all the antenatal tests 
including HBsAg testing 

Test

Hospitals doing tests for  pregnant women

All
(% )

High risk only 
(% )

None
(% )

HBsAg 99.7 0.3 0.0

Anti-HBs 93.5 1.5 2.1

HBsAg testing status in >100 maternity hospitals (2003) 

Seo K, et al. Evaluation of antenatal hepatitis B screening and neonatal 
immunization program of Korean hospitals. KCDC, 2003 

• Recommended schedule of HepB perinatal 
prophylaxis in Korea

• within 12 hours of birth

HBIG 0.5 mL (100-125 IU) + 1st HepB vaccine

• 1 month of age

2nd HepB vaccine

• 6 months of age

3rd HepB vaccine

• 9-15 months of age

Serologic test for HBsAg, anti-HBs

Korea, Republic
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Hepatitis B Perinatal Transmission Prevention
Program in Korea

• Launched in July 2002

• In conjunction with the Korean Medical 
Association

• Government covers the 100% cost of
• HBIG
• Three doses of hepatitis B vaccine
• HBsAg and anti-HBs testing 

For all infants born to HBsAg positive mothers

Program outcome [2002-2010]

- Registered rate of program (2010): 98.1%
- Total registered cases = 125,855
- Tested cases for HepB viral markers = 69,999 (55.6%)
 Outcome: succeeded 96.86%, failed 3.14% 

(HBeAg+ rate of child bearing women≒36%)

Kim JH , et al. The appraisement of perinatal hepatitis B virus 
transmission control program in the Republic of Korea. KCDC, 2011 

Korea, Republic
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WPRO Hepatitis B control certification [2008]

First country verified  for hepatitis B control  
in WPRO

• HepB vaccination coverage rate = 94.5%

• Sero-prevalence of HBsAg

0.2% in 10~14 yrs of age

0.2% in 4~6 yrs of age

Korea, Republic


