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Notification of viral hepatitis in Greenland 

• HAV, HBV, HCV reportable by law 
to the office of the Chief Medical 
Officer of Greenland 
(’Landslægeembedet’) 
 

• Notification of clinical hepatitis 
from 1952 to present 
 

• Notification of clinical hepatitis by 
serologic test results from 1989 
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Testing and reporting of viral hepatitis 

• HBV testing 
– Pregnant women 
– Children of chronic infected mothers 
– Blood donors 
– Clinical reasons 

 
• HAV & HCV testing 

– Clinical reasons 
 

• Laboratory in Nuuk only serologic 
laboratory in Greenland 
 

• Reporting by local doctors to the 
Chief Medical Officer after testing 
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Low completeness of notification system 

• Yearly reports from the Chief 
Medical Officer, but stopped 2003 
because of massive underreporting 

 
• 2007-: Yearly laboratory data from 

Queen Ingrids Hospital reported to 
the Chief Medical Officer 

– No clinical data 
– Only HBsAg-positive results – 

acute or chronic infection? 
– Multiple tests from same person 

possible 
 

• Data management needed for 
reliable notification 



5 

Register possibilities in Greenland? 

• Science, 2000 & 2003 
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The key to registers in Denmark and 
Greenland (Danish Kingdom) 

• Central person registry number (CPR) 
 

• Unique number assigned at birth, 
follows the person from cradle to 
grave 
 

• Uniquely identifies the person in 
nation-wide registers 
 

• All persons alive by 1967 (Denmark) 
or 1972 (Greenland) 
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Important health registers DK and Greenland 

• Birth Registry 
• Birth Defect Registry 
• Cancer Registry 
• Childhood vaccinations 
• CPR Registry 
• Cause of Death Registry 
• Microbiological tests results 
• National Inpatient Registry 
• Pathology Registry 
• Reportable infectious diseases 
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Example of use of registries: Infant mortality 
study Greenland 1973-1997 

• Previous studies estimation of 
’raw’ mortality rates only 
 

• Aim: estimate infant mortality 
rates in Greenland 1973-1997 
and assess significance of 
maternal origin and birth weight 
 

• Person identifiable information 
– CPR register 
– Birth Registry in Denmark 
– Birth Registry in Greenland 

 
• Infant mortality rates 

– Alaska and Canada 

Friborg, Koch, Stenz, Wohlfahrt & Melbye 
Am. J. Public Health 2004: 94: 452-57 
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Infant mortality rates 
Arctic areas and Denmark 

• Infant mortality rates by 
year and country 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Infant mortality rates by 
birth weight 
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Neonatal and postneonatal mortality rates 
Greenland and Denmark 

• Infant mortailty rates 
by covariates 

– Year of birth 
– Maternal age 
– Gender 
– Birth order 
– Urbanisation 
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Conclusions: Infant mortality study 

• Use of nationwide and person identifiable registers has shown 
that: 

– Postneonatal (1 -12 mo) mortality rates in Greenland have 
decreased significantly over the past 25 years, while little 
progress has occurred in lowering neonatal (<1 mo) mortality 
rates 
 

– Significant differences exist between DK and Greenland 
 

– Greenland has the highest infant mortality rate among Arctic 
countries 
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Perspectives for hepatitis surveillance in 
Greenland 

• At present hepatitis cases underreported, but 
 

• Opportunities for improved surveillance exist 
– Centralised HBV testing in Nuuk 
– CPR numbers allows for identification of tests 
– Morbidity information in Hospital Register 

 
• Greenland – the hepatitis epidemiologists 

dream? 
 

• Thank you for your attention 
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