VIRAL HEPATITIS PREVENTION BOARD MEETING
COPENHAGEN
22.-23. MARCH 2012

Greenland: The health care systems, communicable diseases control and
introduction of vaccination against Hepatitis B in childhood immunization program.
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Area

Total area of the country 2,175,600 km2
Coastline 39.000 km

From north to south: 2.670 km

From east to west: 1.050 km

Area of the ice sheet 1,833,900 km2 (85%)
Ice-free area 341,700 km2

Form of government
1721 - 1953 Colony

1953 - 1979 Danish county
1979 - 2009 Home Rule
2009 — Self Government

international airport is Kangerlussuag.

Infrastructure: There are roads in the towns, but the
towns are not connected by roads. Shipping is still the
main element in Greenland’s infrastructure. A well-
developed freight system handles transport between
Greenland and Denmark and increasingly also
between Greenland and countries such as Iceland
and Canada. Part of the local passenger transport
within Greenland is by ship, but most people travel by
air. Local traffic is by helicopter, while transport
between most cities is by plane. In recent years, air
traffic has been developed and runways have been
established near to several major towns. The main
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Mean population by sex and age in Greenland 2010
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The central parts of West Greenland are the most densely
populated. Most of the population around 47.500 live in
the towns, of which Nuuk is the largest (16.000).

The settlements have only one shop with relatively few
goods and few opportunities for paid employ-ment.
Conversely, many of the larger towns offer a rich choice
in terms of both shopping goods, schools and education,
which in turn gives access to a larger number and variety
of jobs.

3000

Population (2010):
*56.452
Men: 29.936
Women: 26.516
*Average life expectancy:
Men 67,8
Women 72,8
Fertility rate: 2.277 (2009)
per 1000 women (15-49 year)

Inuit 90%
Danish and others 10%
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History

1742 — The first doctor in Greenland
1838 — 2 doctors
1853 — First hospital Nuuk

1950°erne — hospital in all the distrikts, SANA 1
Nuuk

e The Goverment of Greenland became

responsible for the Healths Care System in
1992



Danmark Grenland

Patientbehandling
iudlandet1)
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Sundhedsdistrikter 28%
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Peqqinnissaqarfik
Sundhedsregion

Pegqinnissagarfimmi
napparsimmavik
Regionssygehus

Peqqissaaviit
Sundhedscentre

Peqqissaasoqgarfik/nunagarfimmi
nakorsiartarfik iLil.
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Kujataa

Jaqortog

Marsag,
Manortalik

Alluitsup Paa, Tasiusag, Marsarmiut, Aappilattog,
Ammassivik, Qassimiut, Saarlog, Eqalugaarsuit,
Marsarsuag, Qassiarsuk, lgaliku

Paarmiut,
Tasiilag,
[ttogqortoarmiit

CQegertarsuatsiaat, Kapisillit, Arsuk, Kulusuk,
Kuurmmiut, Sermiligaaq, Tinitegilaag, lsartoq

Qeqqa
{rmisiliiffiusog/
pilotregion)

Sisimiut

Maniitsog

Kangerlussuag, Sarfannguit, Htilleq, Kangaamiut,
Atammik, Napasog

Disko
{rmisiliiffiusoq/
pilotregion)

Aasiaat

Casigiannguit,
Deqertarsuag

Akunnaag, Kitsissuarsuit, Attu, Kangaatsiag,
Miaqornaarsuk, lkerasaarsuk, lginniarfik,
lkarmiut, Kangerluk

Avannaa

lulissat

aanadadg,
Lpernavik,
Lummannag

Sagqqgaq, Qegertaq, limanag, Ogaatsut, Tkerasak,
orsuit, Miagornat, Muugaatsiag, Qaarsut,
Saattut, Ukkusissat, Kullorsuag, Aappilattoqg,
Kangersuatsiog, Muussuag, Tasiusag, Upemavik
Kujalleq, Mutaarmiut, Magjaat, Innaarsuit,
Poriusag, Savissivik, Siorapaluk, Qeqertat
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Telemedicine:
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Surveillance (Communicable disease control)

*The National Board of Health:
*Notifiable infectious diseases (TB, STD, Invasive infections)
*|HR (National Focal Point at SSI)

Birth Registry

«Cause of Death Registry
«Cancer Registry

Birth Defect Registry
*Childhood vaccinations
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Hepatitis B:
*From the mid-sixties it was known that Hepatitis B was endemic in Greenland.
«Several studies showed a carrier frequency between 7 to 12 %.
*The National Board of Health concluded in 1987:

*That hepatitis B was endemic in Greenland.

*That neonatal infection and infection through sexual contact was well known.

*That infection during early childhood was not likely.

*That there was no observed excess risk of chronic sequelae as liver cirrhosis and
hepatocellular carcinoma.

*The National Board of Health recommended in 1987.
«Screening of all pregnant women for HBsAQ.
*Vaccination of children born by HBsAg-positive mothers.
*VVaccination of household and sexual contacts to carriers.

*Vaccination of relevant groups in the health care system.
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The National Board of Health recommended in 1989, 1999 and 2009:

*\Vaccination against hepatitis B of all newborns as a part of childhood
Immunization program.

eContinuous screening of all pregnant women for HBsSAgQ.



Recommended Immunization Program for Children (September 1, 2010)

Age

Diseases

Vaccines

0 months
3 months
5 months
12 months
15 months
4 years

5 years

12 years

Tuberkulose, Hepatitis B

Difteri, Tetanus, Pertussis, Polio, Hib, Hepatitis B, Pneumokokker
Difteri, Tetanus, Pertussis, Polio, Hib, Hepatitis B, Pneumokokker
Difteri, Tetanus, Pertussis, Polio, Hib, Hepatitis B, Pneumokokker
Morbilli, Parotitis, Rubella

Morbilli, Parotitis, Rubella

Difteri, Tetanus, Pertussis, Polio (Booster)

Morbilli, Parotitis, Rubella*

Hepatitis B**

Hepatitis B**

Hepatitis B**

HPV

HPV

HPV

BCG, Engerix B (for children)
InfanrixHexa (1), Prevenar-13 (1)
InfanrixHexa (2), Prevenar-13 (2)
InfanrixHexa (3), Prevenar-13 (3)
Priorix (1) (MFR)

Priorix (2) (MFR)

InfanrixTetra

Priorix (2) (MFR)*

Engerix B (for children) (0 months)**
Engerix B (for children) (2 months)**
Engerix B (for children) (6 months)**
Gardasil (0 months)

Gardasil (2 months)

Gardasil (6 months)

*For children older than 4 years (September 1, 2010) (Ends 2018)

** Eor children older than 3 months (September 1, 2010) (Ends 2022
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