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The Viral Hepatitis Prevention Board

18 years of support to the control and 
prevention of viral hepatitis in Europe.
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Viral Hepatitis Prevention Board

• The objective of VHPB is to contribute to the 
control and prevention of viral hepatitis
- by drawing the attention to this important 

public health problem
- by issuing prevention guidelines 
- and by encouraging actions to improve control 

and prevention.
• VHPB focus audiences are, in first instance, 

opinion leaders, policymakers, and health care 
professionals. 



 

Viral Hepatitis Prevention Board

• VHPB  was established in 1992. First actions related 
to hepatitis B as an occupational risk.

• World Health Assembly (1992):  Integration of 
hepatitis B vaccine into national vaccination 
programmes. 

• In 1993, VHPB started a second major initiative and 
focused on hepatitis B as a community health risk.

• The geographical focus was initially  
Western Europe, its actions are extended to include 
all 53 countries  in the WHO/EURO



 

Support and Grants
• VHPB secretariat 

- based at the Center for the Evaluation of Vaccination (CEV) of the 
University of Antwerpen

- infrastructure and administrative services of the University 
• supported by 

- unrestricted grants from the vaccine industry GlaxoSmithKline Biologicals, 
Sanofi Pasteur MSD, Sanofi Pasteur and Merck

- several universities and other institutions in Europe 
- GAVI fund and the CVP at PATH in the past for its activities in CEE and 

NIS.

• strict operational and scientific independence is essential
- VHPB advisers and invited experts get only travel and subsistence 

reimbursed 
- according to the University Rules 
- no honorary or other forms of remuneration



 

Viral Hepatitis Prevention Board

• Members
- WHO/EURO, WHO/HQ, ECDC, CDC, 

MOH, University experts

• network of experts



 

* new

** duo seat:  one of both will attend



 

Viral Hepatitis Prevention Board

• Meetings
- 2 - 3 meetings/year       (technical – country)

• Viral Hepatitis Newsletter
- 2 issues/year
- mailing to  ± 4000 readers

• Web site
• Scientific publications
• Participation at Scientific Meetings
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Web site www.vhpb.org

• Web site
- Overview of the VHPB
- Show all previous recommendations, guidelines 

and consensus statements
- All Viral Hepatitis issues as of 1996 can be 

downloaded
- Presentations of VHPB meetings are on-line 

since 2001 (>374 presentations of in total >471 
documents)



 



 

Meetings and Recommendations

- Surveillance
- Universal Immunisation 

programs
- Injection safety and safe 

blood supply
- HBV mutants and variants
- Prevention and control of 

viral hepatitis in migrants 
and refugees

- Behavioural issues in 
hepatitis B vaccination

- How to reach risk groups
- Combined vaccines
- Economic evaluations

- Hepatitis B vaccination 
safety issues

- Hepatitis B vaccine and 
long term efficacy

- Hepatitis infections in 
health care workers

- Perinatal transmission
- Adolescent programmes
- Patient and advocacy 

groups
- Hepatitis A and E

The VHPB has already covered a broad range of control 
and prevention strategies for all forms of hepatitis



 

Hepatitis A and E: Update on prevention and epidemiology



 



 



 

Ped Inf Dis Journal 2008; 27:861-69



 

Country meetings 
• Italy 2002
• Germany and the Nordic Countries 2003
• France 2004
• UK 2005
• Spain 2006
• Greece 2007
• The Netherlands  2008
• Turkey 2009
• Portugal 2010
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• Why this meeting: 

Recently different organizations took the 
initiative to promote screening and identification 
of persons with chronic hepatitis. As the 
implementation of screening programmes can 
have a tremendous impact on a country heath 
care system and on its citizens, the VHPB 
advisors were convinced that is was important 
to discuss this trend.



 

Objectives of the meeting(1)
• To take stock of the current screening of chronic 

diseases and lessons learnt.
• To apply the screening criteria ( the Wilson and 

Jungner criteria) on the identification of persons 
with chronic hepatitis

• To report on HTA (health technology 
assessment) of such identification programmes

• To learn how screening and the management of 
the identified persons  can reduce the morbidity 
and mortality of chronic viral hepatitis 



 

Objectives of the meeting(2)
• To discuss if the potential benefits of identifying 

chronic viral hepatitis and preventing the 
development of the health problem outweigh 
the cost and potential harm associated with the 
screening process. 

• List the conditions required for the successful 
implementation

• Discuss strength and weaknesses of screening 
as well as other public health and social aspects 
or consequences.

• Evaluate the impact of a diagnosis on individual 
well being
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