
Liver Transplantation in LA: 

The Brazilian Example 

 

TRANSPLANTES - SANTA CASA 

Prevention and control of Viral Hepatitis 

in Brazil and other Latin American countries, 

lessons learnt and the way forward 
Brasília, Brazil, 19-21 March 2014 



 Nothing to disclosure 

 

Conflicts of Interest 



- geographic information 

- historical aspects 

- legislation 

- financing 

- liver transplant activities and results 

- present and future challenges 

 

LIVER TRANSPLANTATION IN BRAZIL 



Brazil         190.755.799 

Area      8.515.767 Km2 

Density         22,4 inhab/Km2 

GDP     US$ 2,355 trillions   

GDP/inhab     US$ 11.875,25  



North-East 
Pop = 28% 
GDP=13% 

North 
Pop = 8% 
GDP=6% 
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Pop = 7% 
GDP=8% 
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Pop = 43% 
GDP=56% 

South 
Pop = 14% 
GDP=17% 

BRAZILIAN GEOGRAPHIC REGIONS 





- 1968 to 1972 – 5 unsuccessful attempts – São Paulo 

- 1985 – first long-term survival – São Paulo 

- 1989 – 1st living-related liver transplant – São Paulo 

- 1989-91 – 1st transplants outside São Paulo 

- Minas Gerais, Paraná, Rio Grande do Sul 
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- 1988 – current Brazilian Constitution 

- Sistema Único de Saúde (SUS) 

- 1997 – current Transplant Law 

- fair waiting list 

- Sistema Nacional de Transplantes 

- 2005 – Organ and Tissue Transplant Internal Comission 

- CIHDOTT (hospitals with > 80 beds) 
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o SUS - Unified Health System  
     Federal  
     States 
     Municipalities  

 
o 80% of the population depends 

exclusively of SUS 
o 20% - private medicine 

SUS 



- 95% of transplants within SUS 

- US$ 500,000,000.00 / year 

- brain death diagnosis  

- organ procurement 

- transplants 

- medication 
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Liver Transplantation Activities in 2012 



liver transplants from living donors (pmp) liver transplant from deceased donors (pmp) 



liver  transplants per year patients actuarial survival 



Transplantation Proceedings 45:2111-14, 2013 







lista de espera transplante 

óbitos em lista transplante 





MELD < 10 
MELD 10 - 19 
MELD 20 – 30 
MELD > 30 

Year 2007 to 2011 



18 active centers in São Paulo city in 2013 







- regional disparities 

- high MELD score patients – São Paulo  

- competition 

- social limitations 
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liver transplant activity and results 



São Paulo 
state      41.262.199 

Area    248.222 km2 

Density         166/Km2 

GDP      US$  630 Bi   

GDP/inhab     US$ 15.300 



São Paulo 
City     11.320.000 

area       1.523 km2 

Density        7.432/Km2 

GDP      US$  261,8 Bi   

GDP/inhab     US$ 23.127 

6% of population – 12% GDP Brazil 











Central Hospital - 1884 

Colleges of Medicine 

USP                           1913 a 1948  

EPM (Unifesp)        1933  a 1953 

Santa Casa               since  1963 

 





p=0.1765 



p=0.0627 











- geographic information 

- historical aspects 

- legislation 

- financing 

- liver transplant activities and results 

- present and future challenges 

 

LIVER TRANSPLANTATION IN BRAZIL 



Thank You! 
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