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More than 20 years of support to the 

control and prevention of viral hepatitis 
in Europe 

VHPB 



VHPB 
• Mission statement 

 The objective of VHPB is to contribute to the control 
and prevention of viral hepatitides:  

  - by drawing the attention to this important public  
   health problem 

  - by issuing prevention guidance and catalyse the      
   development of recommendations, and  

  - by encouraging actions to improve control and  
   prevention.  

 Focus audiences are, in first instance, opinion 
leaders, policymakers, and health care professionals  

 

 



Structure 
• VHPB advisory board composed of independent 

experts in the field of viral hepatitis 
 
• Honorary members 
 
• Executive secretariat based at the VAXINFECTIO 

unit of the University of Antwerp 
– Emmy Engelen 
– Greet Hendrickx 
– Tinne Lernout 
– Alex Vorsters 
– Pierre Van Damme 

 

http://www.google.be/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=tinne+Lernout&source=images&cd=&docid=8TZWLmwlk59ZoM&tbnid=6ZYojz4ufOOC1M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.ua.ac.be/helper/redirect_personalpage.aspx?empid=12089&ei=5d0-UZSFJ6aW0QWR-oDYAw&bvm=bv.43287494,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNEESXldzFTsaYDh1SyfVgkFq8NT_Q&ust=1363160912176870


Composition of the advisory board 
WHO Academic/University 

Nedret Emiroglu WHO regional office 
for Europe, Denmark 

Selim Badur Turkey 

Stefan Wiktor WHO Headquarter, 
Switzerland 

Paolo Bonani Italy 

ECDC Angela Dominguez Spain 

Erika Duffel ECDC, Sweden Wolfgang Jilg Germany 

CDC Helène Norder Sweden 

John Ward CDC, USA Vana Papaevangelou Greece 

ELPA (European Liver patient association) Françoise Roudot-Thoraval France 

Tatjana Reic ELPA, Croatia Rui Tato Marinho Portugal 

Public Health Institute Daniel Shouval  Israel 

Hans Blystad Norway Pierre Van Damme Belgium 

David Goldberg Scotland Koen Van Herck Belgium 

Mira Kojouharova Bulgaria Alessandro Zanetti Italy 

Johannes Hallauer Germany 



Honorary Members 
 Pietro Crovari  Italy  Eric Mast  USA 

 Alain Goudeau  France  Elisabeth McCloy  UK 

 Nicole Guérin  France  André Meheus  Belgium 

 Peter Grob  Switzerland  Lars Rombo  Sweden 

 Mark Kane   USA  Colette Roure  France 

 Harold Margolis  Korea Daniel Lavanchy Switzerland 

 Steven Wiersma  USA 

These honorary members are elected for a lifelong term and  are invited to 
VHPB meetings on an ad hoc basis 



Support and Grants 
 Supported by  

– unrestricted grants from the vaccine industry GlaxoSmithKline 
Biologicals, Sanofi Pasteur MSD, Sanofi Pasteur, Crucell, Merck, Gilead 

– several universities and other institutions in Europe  
– VHPB received in the past for their activities in CEE and NIS funds 

from GAVI fund, CVP at PATH, Unicef, CDC, WHO 
 
 
 

10,30% 5,72% 
10,87% 

30,12% 

42,99% 

Financial and in kind support from different 
actors (2012) 

WHO/CDC/ECDC

NGO's

Public Health Institutes
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Private



 
VHPB ACTIVITIES 



2-3 meetings/year  
 (country-technical) 



VHPB Meetings 

Country – March 
• 2012: Arctic Region 

• 2013: Israel 

• 2014: Brazil and Latin 
America 

Technical – November 
• 2012: How to reach 

health care workers 
(Barcelona, Spain) 

• 2013:  Public health 
aspects of hepatitis C 
(Split, Croatia) 

• 2014 (13-14 Nov):   

            20 years VHPB (TBC)   

 



Involvement in other meetings 

• ECDC Technical Expert groups 
• ETAGE (European Technical Advisory Group of 

Experts on Immunization) 
• SAGE (Strategic Advisory Group of Experts on 

Immunization) 
• Hepatitis B and C Public Policy Association 
• Other scientific meetings 

 



 
OUTPUT 



Publications 
Viral hepatitis 

N° 1, 1992 N° 23/1, 2013 

- 2 issues/ year 
- Distributed : 

- PDF on website 
- Mailing to ± 3600 

readers  
- Replaced by shorter 

newsletter (2013) 
 

 



Publications 
Scientific publications 

3 – 4  peer reviewed 
publications/ year 



Website www.vhpb.org 

Content 
– Overview of the VHPB 
– Shows all previous recommendations, guidelines and 

consensus statements 
– All Viral Hepatitis issues as of 1996 can be downloaded 
– Presentations of VHPB meetings are on-line since 2001 

(>500 presentations and >600 documents) 
– Formally approved by WHO Global Advisory Committee 

on Vaccine Safety 



WHO accreditation 



Website = rich source of information, including 
unpublished data 

Country meeting Bulgaria, 2011 



 
VHPB HISTORY 



VHPB History 
• Set up in 1992, first focus on hepatitis B as an 

occupational risk 
• Broader scope from 1993 onwards, first to hepatitis 

B as a community health risk, and progressively 
including other viral hepatitis viruses 

• Geographical focus initially on Western Europe, and 
then extended to include all 53 countries  in the 
WHO/EURO. Recently interest of other WHO 
regions 

 



VHPB History 

1992 

Hep B as occupational risk 

Hep B as 
community  
health risk 

1993 

1994-95 
Prevention hep A 

1997 

2001 2002 

National hep B vaccination  
programmes (WHO recommendation) 

Hep B immunization 
VHPB/CDC/GAVI/Unicef/WHO  

Hep C control 

First country  
Meeting, Italy 

2007 

2003-04 

Hep B vaccine safety & efficacy 

Focus on adolescents 

2008 
Role of advocacy  

groups 

Update hep A & E 

2009 2013 

2010 

Hep C treatment 

Chronic hep B 



VHPB History 



Why do we still exist  
after > 20 years ? 

• Multidisciplinary experts 
• Multisponsored 
• Group of committed colleagues with a 

common goal 
 

 



Israel, March 2013 

If you want to go fast, go alone  
If you want to go far, go together 
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